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would be free to criticize them.  At any moment, then,
they are likely to intervene and, by "restoring order,"
to destroy independence completely.
*
(d) The Axis and the East Mediterranean
Greece is of direct concern to National Socialist
Germany even less than Bulgaria. She is even more
unproductive except for luxury products like tobacco
and currants. She has no German minority to be
played up. Nor are the Greeks Slavs. The old tradi-
tion of German versus Slav is so powerful in Eastern
Europe that wherever Slavs live the Nazis feel them-
selves directly concerned either to suppress and
denationalize as they are doing in Bohemia or Car-
inthia, or to make a great show of magnanimous
friendship as they did, for a time, at any rate, in the
case of the Ukrainians. Of course, heroic Greece is
claimed to have been the child of a Germanic ruling
caste from the North, which, however, failed to keep
its blood pure and was consequently submerged, while
inferior mixed races replaced it. This easily explains
the Greeks of modern Greece who, with their in-
corrigibly Western outlook,1 are clearly bad material
from the Nazi point of view. It is, of course, satis-
factory to Germany that Greece is ruled by a dictator
like General Metaxas with markedly German tastes,
and Germany has deliberately offered high prices for
Greek tobacco, as she has for Roumanian and Yugo-
slav grain; German-Greek trade has therefore in-
creased, but by no means to the same extent. Of
course, the extensive international trade and mercantile
marine of Greece are of great potential interest to
1 See Elizabeth Monroe, The Mediterranean in Polities, 1938, p. 22.